
Sarah Swords 

                                                                                                                                                                       English Lead 

GRAMMAR PROGRESSION MAP 

 

  



 

St Mary’s C of E Primary Academy  



Year 1  



Year 2  



Year 3  

 



Year 4  



Year 5 



Year 6  



 

Quick reference of minimum expectations by year group 

Year 1 
Regular plural noun suffixes –s or –es 

Suffixes that can be added to verbs. How the prefix un- changes the meaning of verbs and adjectives.  

How words can combine to make sentences. 

 Joining words and joining sentences using ‘and’ 

Separation of words with spaces 

Capital letters, full stops, question marks to demarcate sentences. 

Capital letters for names and for the personal pronoun.  

Year 2 
Formation of nouns using suffixes –ness, -er 

Formation of adjectives using suffixes –ful, -less 

Use the suffixes –er and –est to form comparisons of adjectives and adverbs 

Subordination (when, if, that or because) and coordination (or, and, but)      Expanded noun phrases.  

Statements, questions, exclamation and commands 

Capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks 

Commas to separate items in a list. Apostrophes to mark contracted spellings  

Year 3 
Formation of nouns using a range of prefixes, such as super-, anti-, auto- 

Use the forms a or an according to whether the next word begins with a consonant or a vowel. 

Word families based on common words  

Conjunctions (e.g. when, so, before, after a while, because) 

Adverbs (e.g. then, next, soon, therefore) 

Prepositions (e.g. before, after, during, in because of)  

The introduction of the present perfect form of verb instead of the simple past  

Introduction to inverted commas to punctuate direct speech. 



Year 4  

 

Plural and Possessive –s 

Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms. 

Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within a sentence.  

Fronted adverbials  

Invented commas to punctuate direct speech. 

Apostrophes to mark singular and plural possession.  

Year 5  

Converting nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes 

Verb prefixes (e.g. dis-, de-, mis-, over-, and re-) 

Relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, why, whose, that, or an omitted pronoun.  

Indicating degrees of possibility using modal verbs or adverbs 

Brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis 

Use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity.  

  

Year 6  

The difference between vocabulary typical of informal speech and vocabulary appropriate for formal speech or writing. 

Use of passive voice to affect the presentation of information in a sentence.  

Expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely. 

The difference between structures typical of informal speech and structures appropriate for formal speech and writing. Use of 

a semi-colon, colon and dash to mark the boundary between independent clauses. 

The use of a colon to introduce a list. 

Punctuation of bullet points to list information 

How hyphens can be used to avoid ambiguity. 
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