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Acronyms

WB – Working below the 
expected standard

EXP – Working at the 
expected standard

EXC – Working above the 
expected standard



English



English

ENGLISH –
WRITING

ENGLISH –
READING

SPELLING, 
PUNCTUATION AND 
GRAMMAR (SPAG)

HANDWRITING



Writing at St. Mary’s

• Text-based English units using a book.

• Embedding grammar, punctuation and spelling teaching throughout.

• The taught skills are applied by writing across different fiction and non-fiction text types 

and genres.

• Children are encouraged to plan and edit throughout – making choices for themselves.

• Independent writes – assessment tool.



Writing

By the end of Year 3, a child working at or above the age-related expectations in writing needs to:

- Use paragraphs, although this might not always be accurate

- In a paragraph, include detail to describe a setting/a character.

- Use accurate tense throughout a piece of writing.

- Read back and check that their work makes sense; adding punctuation and correcting spellings.

- Make ambitious and deliberate word choices, including some use of expanded noun phrases with 
commas accurately used.

- Use the correct article ‘a’ and ‘an’.



Writing

- Use a greater range of conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions correctly.

- Use subordinate clauses with an attempt to use commas correctly.

- Use fronted adverbials to signify time, with commas

- Uses full stops, capital letters, commas for lists, exclamation marks, questions marks 
and apostrophes for singular possession usually accurately (or can self-correct when 
editing). Inverted commas are sometimes used or can be used with support/models

- Write at least a page of writing that has the same level of consistency of standard 
throughout



Writing
For support with knowing the terms used in the National 

Curriculum, type into a search engine: KS2 English Glossary. 

You will find a document called: The National Curriculum in 

England – Glossary. 

This document contains explanations, models and examples. 



Reading at St. Mary’s

Daily shared 
reading.

1:1 reading with a 
teacher or 

teaching assistant.

Reading for 
pleasure.

Class read.
Phonics 

interventions.

English lessons 
looking at a book in 

further detail.



Reading

The National Curriculum states that children should develop positive attitudes to reading, and an 
understanding of what they read, by:

- listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books 
or textbooks;

- reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes;

- using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read;

- preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through 
intonation, tone, volume and action;

- discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination;

- recognising some different forms of poetry (for example, free verse, narrative poetry).



Reading

The National Curriculum also states that children should understand what they read, in books they 
can read independently, by:

- checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding, and explaining the 
meaning of words in context;

- asking questions to improve their understanding of a text;

- drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence;

- predicting what might happen from details stated and implied;

- identifying main ideas drawn from more than 1 paragraph and summarising these.



Spelling

• New scheme being introduced from January –

ELS Spelling 



Handwriting

To summarise the National Curriculum expectations, children should:

1. Ensure lower case letters are of the same size and are the correct way round. Capital letters are slightly larger 

but of the same size when compared with other capital letters and the correct way round. Digits are an 

appropriate size and the correct way round;

2. Letters that go below the line (descenders) are of an appropriate size. Taller letters (ascenders) stretch to an 

appropriate size.

3. Use spacing between words that is not too big (no longer needing to use their finger to make a finger space);

4. Begin to join their handwriting with an understanding of not joining capitals to lower case letters;

5. Their neat handwriting style is maintained throughout a piece of writing.



How you can help at home

- Read, read, read!

- Oxford Reading Buddy

- Check that your child knows and can use the punctuation and grammar terms.

- Encourage your child to write stories.

- Check whether your child can read, spell, explain the meaning of and use in a sentence 

the words from the word list for years 3 and 4.



Maths



Maths at St. 
Mary’s

Daily lessons

Retrieval practise

New learning introduced

Manipulatives

Independent practise

Every lesson includes fluency, problem-solving and 
reasoning opportunities.



Maths

Fluency – practising 
using numbers in 

different contexts and 
with different tools.

Problem-solving –
applying knowledge to 

solve problems

Reasoning –
explaining/proving how 

you know



Maths – Year 
Overview

The weeks for each term may 

not be exact as teachers use 

their judgement based on 

continuous assessment in class. 

All areas will be covered by the 

end of the academic year. 



Addition Methods



Subtraction Methods



Concrete



Pictorial

146 + 527 = 673



Abstract



Maths
All children have access to Times Tables Rock Star –
encourage children to use this to practise their times tables.

At the end of Year 4, all children will sit a Multiplication Check 
as part of the government’s testing of standards in schools.

All children will be expected to recall all times tables up to 
12x12.



How you can 
help at home

Encourage them to learn their times tables up to 12 x 
12 – use TTRS.Encourage

See and use maths in the environment.
See and 

use

Teach your child to tell the time.Teach



Science/Topics

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Science How Plants Grow Health and 
Movement

Rocks, Fossils and 
Soils

Light and 
Shadow

Forces and Magnets

Geography Technology in the 
local area

Where does 
our lunch come 

from?

International 
Space Station

Comparing 
regions

Volcanoes Maloppolska, 
Poland

History Protests Discoveries and 
Inventions

Stone Age to 
Iron 
Age

Ancient Egypt Roman 
Empire

Sumerian
Invention



Questions



Activities

EDIT AND CHECK FOR SPAG 
IN YOUR CHILD’S WRITING.

MATHS QUESTIONS – USING 
MANIPULATIVES

READING – 10 MINS
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